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NEW AND EXCITING
CHANGES TO THIS YEAR’S
COBBLESTONE FESTIVAL

After a strategic planning ses-
sion in 2020, it was a clear vi-
sion that the Chamber & Main
Street board wanted to refresh
the yearly Cobblestone Festival!

One goal was to move the fes-
tival to before school starts. The
Board is thrilled to announce
that Cobblestone will be on the
weekend of August 14th this
year, with schools starting on
Monday the 16th.

The Board also wanted to bring
the community something new
on the entertainment front. A
new partnership with RockIT
Event Pros out of Kearney, NE
will allow for new attractions for
all ages! This year, there will be
a zipline down Stone Street, Spi-
der Mountain, which includes a
rock wall, bungee trampolines,
giant slide, inflatable obstacle
courses, and games. There will
also be a wider variety of food
vendors without the limitations
the previous contract stipulated.

One significant difference that
will accompany this change will
be the ticket structure. With the
old carnival, they controlled the
pricing and the Chamber would
make a very small percentage
of the profits. In the new ar-
rangement, the Chamber will be
fronting the costs for all the at-
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tractions but will set and collect
the ticket costs. They still plan
to have an affordable wristband
option.

The other major difference is
these attractions will be on Sat-
urday only. It’s possible they
will expand to offering them all
weekend in the future, but for
the first year, they want to test
things out on a one-day struc-

(Please turn to Page 2)
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(Photo by Chelsie Alexander)
Falls City Economic Devel-
opment and Growth Enter-
prise, Inc. (EDGE) is proud to
announce, in cooperation with

/A

WHITE CLouD HEALTH

CENTER’S IMPRESSIVE
COVID-19 RESPONSE

The White Cloud Health Cen-
ter LLC staff has been working
tirelessly to ensure that their pa-
tients and community are safe
during the coronavirus pan-
demic. Led by Medical Direc-
tor Dr. Michael Bryer-Ash, the
facility has adjusted its practic-
es and procedures to keep both
staff and patients safe and had
administered  approximately
1,380 vaccines since the last
week of December.

The center had locked its doors
to eliminate risk from walk-in
patients. Instead, staff greeted
and screened patients outdoors.
General care continued, and if
a patient was exhibiting COV-
ID-19 symptoms, staff members
saw the patient in an isolated
area. They also provided curb-
side testing for those not show-
ing symptoms of COVID-19
but in need of a test. The center
performed weekly COVID-19
tests for their staff, stopping
testing fully vaccinated employ-
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ees mere weeks ago. The test-
ing positivity rate at the White
Cloud Health Center peaked be-
low five percent, which is sig-
nificantly lower than Kansas’s
peak at 20.5 percent and Ne-
braska’s at 29.3 percent.

When the center first began re-
ceiving vaccines, large clinics
organized by Brenda Griffin,
RN, and Bobbie Rhodd were
a weekly occurrence. These
clinics were highly efficient,
sometimes vaccinating over
100 people per clinic. They fol-
lowed CDC guidelines for the
rollout, taking age and other
health risk factors into consider-
ation. Initially, they were vacci-
nating only tribal members, but
their reach quickly stretched to
include other community mem-
bers. They offered to vaccinate
all educators in the Falls City
Public Schools, fully vaccinat-
ing over 100 of them. In March,
the clinic opened up vaccina-

(Please turn to Page 5)

Falls City Middle School, the
creation of a Makerspace Lab for
area students of all Richardson
County schools.

According to makerspaces.
com, “a makerspace is a col-
laborative work space inside a
school, library or separate pub-
lic/private facility for making,
learning, exploring and sharing
that uses high-tech to no-tech
tools. These spaces are open to
kids, adults, and entrepreneurs
and have a variety of maker
equipment.”

A few of the devices available
in the new local makerspace for
creative learning in 3-D Printing,
Circuits, Coding, Computing,
Engineering, Robotics, Tinker-
ing, and Tools include:

A 3Doodler 3D Pen that can
be used to draw items such as
Christmas ornaments, water bot-
tle coasters, bookbag bling, and
wall art. Discover a whole new
way to make art, fix things, de-
sign wearable items, build mod-
els, and decorate your space.
The Create+ Pen extrudes heated
plastic which hardens rapidly, al-
lowing you to draw in 3D, free-

hand, or using stencils.

A Dremel 3D Printer that is
often used in modern manufac-
turing to create components and
plastic parts. There are various
tutorials from Dremel and You-
Tube on how to use this ma-
chine. Users can create a design
on the computer, send that de-
sign to the printer, and watch it
build the creation.

A Cricut machine, with 500+
digital sewing patterns that cuts
300+ materials, often used to
make custom t-shirts, home de-
cor, jewelry, or other designs
with various materials.

A Crazy Circuits electronics-
learning package that is user-
friendly in teaching the basics
of electricity with a hands-on
approach that excludes solder-
ing. The kit includes conductive
tape, batteries, and 27 electron-
ic components like LEDs, light
sensors, transistors, buttons,
and switches.

An e-Musical kit that adds
color to your music. Attach this
device to your phone, computer,
or stereo and the Musixel will

(Please turn to Page 16)

COMMISSIONERS APPROVE
RELOCATIONS OF EMERGENCY
SIRENS IN FarLLs CiTy

The Richardson County Com-
missioners met on Tuesday, July
13,2021

Minutes of the July 6, 2021
Commissioners and Board of
Equalization meetings were ap-
proved as presented.

Sheriff Hardesty and Chief
Deputy Sheriff Roland Merwin
updated the Board on the routine
business within the Sheriff’s De-
partment and Jail.

It was approved to rehire a for-
mer employee who had been ter-
minated in 2019.

Brian Kirkendall, the Richard-
son County Emergency Manage-
ment Agency Director, presented
the current layout of the cover-
age for the outdoor warning
sirens being used within Falls
City. A revised layout of the
coverage was drafted by Kirk-

endall for more outdoor warn-
ing siren coverage to be heard
within Falls City.

The plan involves relocating
a siren to the more eastern part
of the City to provide cover-
age within the entire city limits.
Kirkendall stated that citizens in
eastern Falls City don’t always
hear the emergency sirens.

The Board gave the approval
to move ahead to make this im-
provement.

County Treasurer Amanda
Bartek-Young presented to the
Board the semi-annual report of
the County Treasurer as of June
30, 2021. The report was ap-
proved as submitted.

Veterans Service Officer Mona
Godemann presented the cor-
respondence received from a

(Please turn to Page 3)
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2021 Richardson County 4-H/FFA
Junior Fair begins next week

The Richardson County 4-H/
FFA Junior Fair begins on
Monday, July 26 and continues
through Sunday, Aug 1. Dur-
ing the week, local 4-H youth
and FFA members exhibit their
projects which portray the many
hours of hard work and dedica-
tion the youth have spent work-
ing on or with their projects.
As always, you can follow Ne-
braska Extension — Richardson
County on Facebook for daily
results and photos of the fair.
Please see the calendar of the
events below for a full listing of
all shows and contests occurring
during the week. Contact the
Extension Office at 402-245-
4324 for more information.
Monday, July 26

8:00 a.m. Building open to start
setting up displays.

9:00 a.m. Fashion Show - Judging
10:00 a.m. Set up for Favorite
Food Revue.

11:00 a.m. Favorite Foods Revue
Contest.

2:00 p.m. Companion Animal Con-
test.

4 - 8:00 p.m. Static Exhibit Entry.
6:30 p.m. Grounds Clean-up/Set-
up.

Tuesday, July 27 (Building not
open to public)

9:00 a.m. Static Exhibit Judging.
Wednesday, July 28

All Day 4-H Council Elections.
9:00 a.m. Horse Show.

12:00 p.m. Silent Static Support
Auction Opens.

2 - 2:45 p.m. Meat Goat Check-in
Sheep Weigh-in after Market Goats.
4:00 p.m. Meat Goat Show. Sheep
Show after Market Goat Show.
8-9:00 p.m. Poultry/Rabbit Check-in.
Thursday, July 29

All Day 4-H Council Election.

All Day Silent Static Support Auc-
tion.

9:00 a.m. Poultry Show.

10:30 a.m. Rabbit Show.

4 - 6:00 p.m. Swine arrive.

4-9:00 p.m. Early Arrival for Dairy
and Beef.

6 - 7:30 p.m. Swine Weigh-In/SPF
Scanning.

Friday, July 30

All Day 4-H Council elections.

All Day Silent Static Support Auc-
tion.

8 -9:00 a.m. Dairy, Beef and
Clover Kid animal arrival.

9:00 a.m. Swine Show.

9:00 a.m. Interview Judging Con-
test.

12 - 12:45 p.m. Market Beef Check-
in. Breeding Beef Check-in

1:00 p.m. Dairy Goat Show. Dairy
Cattle Show after Dairy Goat Show

2 — 3:00 p.m. Clover Kid Show-
case Check-in.

3:30 p.m. Pedal Tractor Pull; Rid-
ing Mower contest; Tractor Opera-
tor contest; ATV Contest.

4:30 p.m. Clover Kid Showcase.

6:30 p.m. Livestock Judging Con-
test.

Saturday, July 31

All Day 4-H Council Elections

All Day Silent Static Support Auc-
tion.

7 - 8:00 a.m. Ag Society Breakfast.

9:00 a.m. Beef Show.

2:00 p.m. Round Robin Show-
manship.

5:30 — 7 p.m. 4-H Council BBQ.

7:30 p.m. Livestock Support Auc-
tion. Followed by Fair Clean-Up.
Sunday, August 1

3:00 p.m. Silent Static Support
Auction Close; Public Fashion
Show; Awards Ceremony.

4:00 p.m. Pick Up Static Exhibits.

Hiawatha students
receive degrees
from Emporia
State University

Emporia State University con-
gratulates more than 660 stu-
dents who received their aca-
demic degrees after completing
the spring 2021 semester.

Local students receiving de-
grees were: Addicus Piper Grier
of Hiawatha, Kansas, B.S. in
Business in Business Admin-
istration and Clarissa Ross of
Hiawatha, Kansas, Education
Specialist in School Psychology.

White Cloud Health Center’s
impressive COVID-19 response

(Continued from Page 1)
tion eligibility for all adult resi-
dents of White Cloud, Kansas,
and adult non-Native household
members of enrolled members
of federally recognized tribes
living in Brown or Doniphan
Counties in Kansas, and Rich-
ardson  County, Nebraska.
Transportation to and from vac-
cination clinics and in-home
COVID-19 testing has been
available through their existing
Community Health Representa-
tive and Public Health Nursing
programs. Dr. Bryer-Ash empha-
sizes the importance of receiving
the COVID-19 vaccination “not
only for our own personal pro-
tection but even more important-
ly, to prevent us from unknow-
ingly spreading COVID-19 to
the most vulnerable members of
the community.”

Because this virus appears to
be here to stay, the White Cloud
Health Center staff are thinking
ahead for the long term. A few
grant-sponsored projects are
in the works: a self-contained
negative air pressure suite that
will alleviate contamination
risks while assessing and caring
for COVID-19 patients, a short-
term residence for quarantining
or isolation, and a mobile testing
vehicle.

In July, the Iowa Tribe of Kan-
sas and Nebraska and the White
Cloud Health Center will receive
an Indian Health Services Area
Director’s Award in recognition
of their response to the corona-
virus pandemic. Chairman Tim-
othy N. Rhodd says he is “very
humbled and honored to see the
White Cloud Health Center staff
come together as one to com-
bat the COVID-19 virus by ad-
ministering the vaccine clinics
not only to our tribal member
patients but to our surrounding

communities. [ appreciate the
hard work and dedication the
staff has expressed during the na-
tional pandemic.”

If you are interested in being

vaccinated or tested, call the
White Cloud Health Center at
785-595-3450, ext. 2, to check
your eligibility and make an ap-
pointment.

Twenty-five teams participate in
Irish Booster Club Golf tournament

The Irish Booster Club Golf
Tournament was held on Sun-
day, July 11, at Classic Club
8 golf course. There were 25
teams that participated in the
two-person scramble format.
Winners in the Second flight
included Wade Witt and Daniel
Castillo, first; Jack and Jarrod
Fiegener, second; Denise Scha-
wang and Mary Jo Huetter, third.
Winners in the First flight in-
cluded Barb Kelly and Mary
Moreau, first; Jarrot Kevin
and Janet Malone, second; and
Bryce Ebel and Clayton Vonder-
schmidt, third.

Winners in the championship
flight included Joe and Chaz
Dunn, first; Brandon and Bri
Liberty, second; and Joyce and
Dr. Borg, third.

Flag prize winners were Joe
Froeschl, Dina Sells, Bryce
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) A Card Shower is being g
held in honor of
Norma Lee Duerfeldt
Who is celebrating her
90th Birthday
August 2, 2021
The family asks you to
mail Birthday Wishes to:
Falls City Nursing and
Rehab, Room 210
» 1720 Burton Street (

Falls City, NE 68355
. 90 N

Ebel, Austin Malone, and Ron
Ebel.

The money raised from this
tournament will be added to the
faculty wish list and for faculty
to purchase needed supplies.

Tournament organizers Barb
Kelly and Dina Sells appreciate
the support given by local busi-
nesses and individuals who be-
come hole sponsors and/or do-
nate for tournament prizes.

KIRKENDALL

REUNION
Sunday, July 25

12:30 P.M.

65272 707 Rd.

Uncle Jim’s House
Meat & Drink Provided

Questions?
402-245-7278

To

Brent Harsin,

F&M Bank
Jim Hill's

M&T Properties

0

American Family Ins.
Dorr-Clark Funeral Home
Farm and City Supply, Inc.

schedule an a

GIVE BLOOD. GIVE LIFE.

You maybe able to give blood if you are 17 years of age (or 16 years with a
signed parental consent). You must weigh 110 lbs. If you are
19 years or over (under 19 years, males must be 5°, females must be 5’6" or
check with American Red Cross staff for height and weight requirements).

Blood donors play a vital, life-saving role. So Can YOU!!
FALLS CITY COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE

Thursday, July 29 - 12:00 to 6:00 P.M.
Friday, July 30 - 9:00 to 3:00 P.M.

Prichard Auditorium 312 W 17th St. , Falls City

ointment call 402-245-3227

r go online to redcrossblood.or
This Advertisement Made Possible by the Following Public Spirited
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Armbruster Motor Co.
Chaney Furniture Co.

Hullman's Ford-Lincoln

Lichty-Tubach-Sikora Ins. Agency L.L.C.

Together, we can save a life

Merz Farm Equipment
Miller-Monroe Co.

Novak Realty Co.
H OK Tire Store
Amerlca n Frontier Bank
Red cross Sailors & Sons/Mr. Automotive

Scheitel Feed and Seed
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